














Learning From Our Native Plant Demonstration Garden

Maggie Hart, Outreach Coordinator

Spring 2013

Spring 2016

Our Native Plant Garden isn't just beautiful landscaping, it's a thriving ecosystem that provides food and shelter for native birds, pollinators and small
animals. Come visit us to learn more about how native plants can be used in your own backyard!

After the construction of Great Blue Heron Hall was
completed in 2012, staff and volunteers started working
right away to develop the landscaping. We created a
Demonstration Garden to educate our community about
the benefits of planting with native species to create
healthy wildlife habitat. Our 4-acre landscape now
includes native wildflowers, grasses, sedges, trees, shrubs,
forbes and herbaceous plants, as well as 14 heritage fruit
trees, a berry patch and a native plant nursery. The site
also includes a living willow tunnel and playscape for
children to explore, a wetland demonstration pond and
swale, and an observation deck for bird watching or just
taking in the scenic viewscape.

Our Demonstration Garden is open Monday-Friday
from 9am-5pm and during special events serving as
an “outdoor classroom” for visitors. We also offer

educational events, summer camps, special tours for
senior centers, garden clubs and more!

The landscape is thriving: swallows, bluebirds, finches and
killdeer are all regular nesters on site. Several species of
snakes have been spotted, and even quail are here taking
advantage of all of the available food and shelter.

We have come a long way in cultivating our garden,

and yet we have so much more to do! We invite you to
join us at one of our Garden Volunteer Days held every
first Friday of the month, from 9am-Noon. We also

host gardening days for corporate groups, community
organizations, and schools. We welcome collaboration on
all fronts!

For more information on how you can help in our Native Plant
Demonstration Garden, see page 7.

Thank you volunteers for all your incredible time
and effort in supporting our Demonstration Garden!
Habitat landscaper Tony McGuigan and the Orchard
View School students, certified arborist Diane Van Anda,
landscape architect Greg Arthur, gardening and food
production consultant Wendy Krupnick, willow
tunnel artist Tony Black, bridge builder Peter of
Beaman Designs, Garden Day volunteers, Laguna
Stewards (formerly known as Laguna Keepers),

Team Prunus, Guy Smith, Tom Lambert, Greg

Arthur of Passemar Electric, and Denise

Cadman and Stuart Schroeder of Stone Horse Farm.

Thank you donors for making this Demonstration
Garden nancially possible!
The Rotary Clubs: Sebastopol Noon, Sebastopol Sunrise,
Santa Rosa, Santa Rosa West, and Santa
Rosa Sunrise; Sebastopol Ace Hardware,
New Endeavor Foundation, the City
of Santa Rosa, Sonoma County Water
Agency, plus many individual donations of
landscape materials!




Garden Volunteer Days

First Friday of the Month, 9am — Noon
Laguna Environmental Center
900 Sanford Road (at Occidental Rd.), Santa Rosa, CA

Share your passion for pollinators by helping our

native plant garden thrive! Volunteers are essential in
beautifying our site. Activities include planting, weeding,
spreading wood chips and general site cleanup.

Enjoy a morning getting your hands in the soil and
making new friends while learning about the many
native plants that can be found in the L.E.C’s garden.

No experience necessary, just a willingness to get dirty.
Training and tools will be provided, plus abundant and
hearty snacks! An RSVP is only necessary if you are
planning on bringing a group of five or more. Only
heavy rain cancels.

For more information, please contact Maggie Hart,
Outreach Coordinator at (707) 527.9277, ext. 100 or by
email at MaggieHart@LagunaFoundation.org.

Tool Drive!

We are in need of used or new tools that are in good
working condition. Please spread the word to your friends
and neighbors!

wheelbarrows hand pruners

chainsaws hula hoes
pickaxes digging bars
mattocks rubber boots

general shop tools wire brushes
pliers cleaning brushes
bench vice grip heavy-duty flashlights
wire cutters large chest coolers
sheet metal cutters 10 gal. water dispensers
ratchet set ladders
allen wrench set extension cords

You can also purchase these and other much needed
items from our Amazon Wish List! Search for “Laguna
Foundation” under List Registries.

Dropping off tools? Questions?
Contact Paul Weber, Restoration Field Supervisor by email
at Paul@LagunaFoundation.org.

Current Art Exhibit: Birds of the Laguna Mixed Media by Diana Majumdar
On display through April 27, 2017

This gorgeous exhibit in our Great Blue Heron Hall features local
artist Diana Majumdar’s mixed media and encaustic paintings of
birds and landscapes of the Laguna de Santa Rosa. In this show,
Diana explores the connections between humans and birds in
Sonoma County.

“Birds are all around us. We live together.
My works are inspired by their beauty and

The gallary in Heron Hall is open to the public Mon-Fri, 9am-
5pm, but because of the variety of Hall uses during the week,
please call ahead to make sure the gallary is available for viewing.
(Adrienne Gause, Administrative Manager: 707-527-9277, x107)

Upcoming Exhibit: “FAUNA” Paintings and Mosaics by Stacey Schuett
On display May 5 through August 29, 2017
Opening Reception on Saturday, May 20, 3:00pm-5:00pm. FREE. No RSVP necessary.

our coexistence.” -D. Mahumdar

Spring 2017 Meanderings
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Find us on social media and stay connected
with daily photos and announcements!

Rent Heron Hall

Heron Hall is a great place to hold your event! With
sweeping views of Mount Saint Helena and the Laguna,
our beautiful building offers an easily configured space
with AV and Wi-Fi, outdoor patios, landscaped grounds,

and a caterer-friendly kitchen. Ideal for meetings,
professional gatherings, retreats, workshops, etc. All rental
proceeds benefit the Laguna Foundation, and support our
restoration, conservation and educational programs.

Details available on our website at LagunaFoundation.org.
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Planned Giving
Help ensure that the Laguna is a healthy part of our

community forever by remembering the Laguna
Foundation in your will or estate plan.

Let us know if you have designated a planned gift to the
Laguna Foundation. All Laguna Legacy Society Members
will be invited to our annual Legacy luncheon. For more
information please contact Bev Scottland at (707) 527-
9277, ext. 106 or email Bev@LagunaFoundation.org.
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